
SDRAN PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT 
  

SDRAN Networking & Meeting Presentation: 
“Current Issues in Product & Tort Liability” 

  
Date:             Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Time:           5:00- 5:30 pm “Early Jobs Networking – Working with            
Recruiters.”             

5:30 – 6:00 pm Networking & Snack  
           6:00 - 7:00 pm  Presentation 

Location:    Celgene Corporation (directions at end of this flier)  
                      4550 Towne Center Court 
                               San Diego, CA 92121 
                               (858) 795-4979 
  
Speaker:  Barry J. Thompson, JD 
   Reed Smith, LLP 
 
Moderator:  Radine Ganz Pobuda, RAC 
   V.P. Programs, SDRAN 
 

  “Current issues in Product & Tort Liability” 
 

Why is product liability important to Regulatory, Quality and Clinical 
professionals? Barry J. Thompson, JD will share his extensive experience preparing 
for and successfully presenting such litigation.  Specifically, members will learn that 
Success is all about compliance and integrity! 
 

Early Jobs Networking and Working with Recruiters 
  

As part of our continuing effort to assist the San Diego regulatory community during 
these challenging economic and industry times, SDRAN will once again be extending its 
pre-program networking moment in time at 5:00 p.m. to focus on networking for those 
hunting for jobs.  At this networking session we will be talking about how to work with 
recruiters with Travis Medley, President of Simply Biotech, a San Diego firm that 
specializes in biotech recruiting.  We invite paid program attendees who are seeking jobs, 
as well as those who can provide job hunting advice and those who have jobs available, 
to join us. 
 



We will also be making announcements about job openings.  Bring your job 
announcement to the program or email it to Joyce Williams, our President Elect, at 
jwilliams0628@sbcglobal.net.  A summary of the discussion will be posted on the 
SDRAN LinkedIn site after the program.  Remember that we also post jobs on the 
SDRAN website at www.sdran.org.   
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Speaker Biography 
  
Barry J. Thompson, JD, Partner of Reed Smith, LLP graduated with his Juris Doctorate from the 
University of San Diego School of Law in 1990.  Since then, he has litigated and tried complex commercial 
and products liability (including mass tort) cases in federal and state courts, serving as national, regional, 
and local counsel for the past 18 years. During the past three years, Barry has served as national counsel 
and trial counsel on the In Re Mirapex Litigation (MDL No. 07-1836), a mass tort products litigation 
involving a Parkinson’s disease medication that allegedly causes compulsive gambling.  Coordinated in 
District Court in Minnesota, two Mirapex “Bellwether” trials were held in summer of 2008, and Barry was 
trial counsel for both cases. 
 
During the same period, Barry handled a large number of toxic tort cases in Southern California.  Many of 
the cases involved claims of workplace exposure to benzene and hydrocarbon solvents allegedly causing 
various forms of blood cancer, e.g., Acute Myelogenous Leukemia, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  From 
many years with this type of caseload, Barry has developed a specialty presenting to juries cases involving 
sophisticated medical and scientific issues.   He has handled toxic matters involving silica and mixed dust; 
pneumoconiosis, lung injury, talc; mesothelioma, cancer, asbestos; paint; pesticides; Parkinson’s Disease, 
etc.  In the pharmaceutical and medical device arena, Barry has handled high profile litigations, such as: 
Phen-Fen; heart valve, Vioxx; stroke, heart attack; Rezulin; liver failure; DT vaccine; encephalopathy; 
spinal bone screws and nerve injury.  
 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Registration Form 
  
_ Yes, I will be attending the SDRAN program May 14th on: 
   

SDRAN Networking & Meeting Presentation: 
“Current Issues in Product & Tort Liability” 

  
Please make your reservation early.  Pre-registration due date – May 8, 2009 
 
Name:                                                                                                                
Title:                                                                                                                  
Company:                                                                                                          
Address: 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Phone/FAX:                                                                                                       

mailto:jwilliams0628@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sdran.org/



